852

and necessary for our country. And finally,
I shared some thoughts with the President
about my deep desire to help countries be-
come free, so that this world is more peace-
ful.

I—in short, it was a very extensive dialog.
And finally, he shared with me the joy of
being a grandfather. Obviously, he’s a good
man, because he’s got such pride in his fam-
ily.

And so I welcome you here, sir. Thank you
for coming.

President Vazquez. Mr. President, thank
you very much for your kindest attention.
It’s, for us, a great opportunity to speak—
but I speak Spanish.

President Bush. Si. [Laughter]

President Vazquez. Y tu tambien.

Thank you very much, Mr. President. I
want to thank you very much for your wel-
come. This is one more show of friendship
that has been a very deep friendship between
our countries from the very beginning.

We've had a very kind and extensive ex-
change of opinions with President Bush.
First of all, we recalled the bilateral invest-
ment treaty that was recently signed by our
two countries in which we have—and we
have now also agreed to work to expand, in-
tensify, and strengthen our trade relations.
In fact, our technical people are going to be
meeting within the framework of our joint
commission in a few months in Montevideo,
and we've agreed that we are going to be
kicking off work at that time.

I will not extend on the points that have—
the items that have already been referred to
by the President, but I do want to thank you
very much.

And to the Uruguayan people who are lis-
tening to me, I want to say to all of you:
Without exception, without exclusions, to-
gether, we will continue to work jointly on
this path that we have undertaken in order
to further the standard of life with our peo-
ple, through education, through health care,
through more and better jobs, and through
decent salaries for all our people, and to truly
insert Uruguay on the path of globalization.

Thank you very much.

President Bush. Gracias, senior. Gracias.
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NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:09 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. President

Vazquez spoke in Spainsh, and his remarks were
translated by an interpreter.

Remarks at a Cinco de Mayo
Celebration
May 4, 2006

Thank you. Please be seated. Bienvenidos.
Welcome to the White House. I'm honored
to have so many distinguished Hispanic and
Mexican American leaders here for the Cinco
de Mayo celebration. You may have noticed
this celebration is not on the cinco de
Mayo—TIlaughter]—it's on the quatro de
Mayo. [Laughter] It’s such an important holi-
day, we thought we would start early.
[Laughter]

1 éppreciate Hector, good to see you—
head of the SBA is with us today. Gaddi
Vasquez, thank you for coming. Thank you
both for bringing—thank you for bringing
your wife, Hector. I want to thank Anna
Cabral, who is the Treasurer, and glad you
brought Victor. Thanks for coming.

I appreciate the Ambassadors who have
joined us—Ambassador de Mexico is with us
today—Embajador, gracias—y tambien, mi
amigo, the Ambassador from the United
States to Mexico, Antonio Garza. Welcome
you both. Glad youre here. I appreciate
Eduardo Aguirre, Ambassador to Spain.
Thank you for coming, Eduardo—Hans
Hertell, the Ambassador to the Dominican
Republic. Thank you all very much for com-
ing. Thanks for serving the country, and
thanks for serving your country, Ambassador,
as well.

I appreciate the military personnel who
are here today. We're proud of you. Thanks
for wearing the uniform of the United States
of America.

Before I introduce our entertainer, I do
want to share some thoughts with you about
the importance of Cinco de Mayo, for it com-
memorates a joyful moment in Mexican his-
tory. Americans must understand that it was
a time when Mexican soldiers won the Battle
of Puebla and defended their independence.
So, obviously, Cinco de Mayo is a day of spe-
cial pride for citizens of Mexico, but it is,
as well, for Americans. It is a reminder of
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a proud heritage we share with our neighbor
to the south. That's how I view the day.

We pay tribute to that heritage, and we
honor the warmth and importance of the
friendship between our two nations. The
United States and Mexico are united by ties
of family and by commerce and by history
and by culture and by values. Both nations
believe in the rights and the dignity of all
people. We share an important trade rela-
tionship. We have discovered that trade be-
tween our nations is good for our peoples.
We believe in the ideals of freedom and inde-
pendence that Cinco de Mayo represents.

Here in the United States, Mexican Ameri-
cans have helped build our country and
helped shape our culture. Mexican Ameri-
cans have made our Nation more vibrant and
more hopeful—cada dia. Mexican Americans
have enriched the American experience with
contributions to business and the arts and
music and sports. Latino entrepreneurs are
creating jobs across the country; the number
of Hispanic-owned businesses is growing at
three times the national rate. More Hispanic
Americans own their homes than ever before
in our Nation’s history.

Many Mexican Americans have also shown
their devotion to this country by defending
it. More than 600,000 of our veterans are of
Mexican descent. I see some of our veterans
back. I'm sure—we got a lot of veterans here,
as a matter of fact. I want to thank you for
setting such a good example for those who
wear the uniform today.

Many Mexican Americans are wearing the
uniform of the United States military, and
they're defending our country with valor.
They're making America more secure and,
at the same time, laying the foundation of
peace for generations to come.

I know our citizens have enormous pride
in the Mexican heritage, and rightly so. We
also know that America has thrived as a na-
tion because we've always welcomed new-
comers who, in turn, embrace our values and
our way of life. Becoming an American is
a great privilege, and it carries with it respon-
sibilities. Those who come here to start new
lives in our country have a responsibility to
understand what America is about and the
responsibility to learn the English language
so they can better understand our national
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character and participate fully in American
life. That's what we want. Making this effort
is also key to unlocking the opportunities of
America, allowing new folks to rise in society
and realize the American Dream.

In this country, we’re now having an im-
portant debate about immigration. And it is
really important that we discuss this issue in
a way that is worthy of this country’s best
traditions. Our Nation does not have to
choose between being a compassionate soci-
ety and a lawful society. A lawful society is
one that enforces its laws and enforces its
border; that’s what a lawful society does. A
compassionate society rejects a system that
treats people as if theyre something to be
traded, honors human rights and human dig-
nity, helps people out of the shadows of soci-
ety, treats people in a decent and humane
way.

So I support strengthening our borders,
and I support a temporary-worker program
that would match willing workers with Amer-
ican employers. See, I think we need to cre-
ate a secure and legal channel for people to
come to this country to work. It will reduce
the number of people trying to sneak across
our border. It will treat people humanely.
It will get rid of the coyotes and the docu-
ment forgers. It will affirm our belief that
every person has got dignity and every person
has got value, and at the same time, it will
make it easier for us to be a nation of law
and to protect our border.

Immigration reform needs to be com-
prehensive because all elements of this prob-
lem must be addressed together, or none of
them will be solved at all. The American peo-
ple must conduct this debate with dignity.
They must remember that we're a nation of
immigrants. They must understand—they
must remember that throughout our history,
people have come to America because this
is a place where they can pursue their dreams
no matter who they are or where theyre
from.

Mexican Americans have brought with
them a culture based upon faith in God, a
deep love for family, and a belief that hard
work leads to a better life. Every immigrant
who lives by these values makes the United
States a better country, makes our future
brighter as one Nation under God.
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Across America tomorrow, there will be
many celebrations of Cinco de Mayo. The
performances we're going to see today rep-
resent some of the very fine talent. It re-
minds us that we’re a nation that is strong
because of our diversity. There’s going to be
a lot of traditional music, a lot of pretty good
Mexican food too, I bet you. [Laughter] Kind
of reminds us of Texas, doesn’t it, Ambas-
sador?

May God continue to bless all of us who
are fortunate enough to live in this land, and
may God continue to bless our country and
the many sons and daughters of Mexico who
call our Nation home. Happy Cinco de Mayo,
and now it is my pleasure to introduce one
of Mexico’s great talents, Graciela Beltran.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:57 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Robin Barreto, wife of Small Busi-
ness Administration Administrator Hector V.
Barreto; Victor G. Cabral, husband of Treasurer
of the United States Anna Escobedo Cabral;
Mexico’s Ambassador to the U.S. Carlos Alberto
de Icaza Gonzalez; and entertainer Graciela
Beltran of Mexico. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript
of these remarks.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on Port
Security Legislation

May 4, 2006

I am pleased that the House of Represent-
atives today passed a bill to enhance the secu-
rity of our Nation’s ports. I look forward to
working with Congress on passage of legisla-
tion that will make our people safer and fa-
cilitate trade.

Proclamation 8013—Mother’s Day,
2006

May 4, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

On Mother’s Day, we honor our mothers
and pay tribute to their devoted work and
selfless gift of love.
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America’s mothers are women of deter-
mination and vision. They serve as caregivers
and guides, helping to build the foundation
for our children’s success and nurturing them
as they grow and explore the great promise
of our Nation. Through their mothers’ exam-
ples, children come to understand the virtue
of kindness, the blessing of compassion, and
the importance of principle. A mother’s sup-
port encourages children to make right
choices, set high goals, and become good citi-
zens. A mother’s love inspires children to
achieve their full potential and strengthens
the character of our country. The commit-
ment and love of mothers reflect the best
of America.

On this special day, we remember the
many mothers whose sons and daughters
serve in harm’s way. The determination and
courage of these women demonstrate the
spirit of our Nation, and America will always
be grateful for their unfailing devotion. We
also recognize the dedication of the many
mothers who serve in America’s Armed
Forces. These brave women protect the safe-
ty and security of our Nation and help ensure
a peaceful future for our children.

To honor mothers, the Congress, by a joint
resolution approved May 8, 1914, as amend-
ed (38 Stat. 770), has designated the second
Sunday in May each year as “Mother’s Day”
and has requested the President to call for
its appropriate observance. May God bless
all mothers across our country on this special
day, and throughout the year.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 14, 2006, as Moth-
er’s Day. I encourage all Americans to show
their gratitude and love to mothers for mak-
ing a difference in the lives of their children
and communities. I call upon citizens to ob-
serve this day with appropriate programs,
ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourth day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand six, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirtieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:46 a.m., May 8, 2006]



